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MRS. DAVIS RETIRES 


Librarians of Wisconsin will be sorry to learn that Mrs. Winifred 
L. Davis, their friend and guide for many years, is to retire on July 
first. 


The advisory work of the Commission through its field service is a 
very personal thing. Success can only be based on complete con- 
fidence, demonstrated knowledge and ability in librarianship, energy 
and judgment when decisions must be made, and tactful relationships. 
Through some twenty years Mrs. Davis has become the right hand 
of many a librarian in a small library. For those in more responsible 
positions she has been the wise and resourceful colleague with whom 
the multitude of details in the day’s work might be analyzed and 
planned, or whose advice might be sought with full confidence in 
more difficult situations. The severance of such relationships is not 
easy. 


Neither is replacement easy or rapid in accomplishment. We hope 
to find as successor to Mrs. Davis someone who has some of her 
major qualities, someone who may be welcomed by Wisconsin li- 
brarians, someone who may in due time gain the same place of trust 
and confidence she has so ably filled. 


For Winifred Davis may we voice what we know are the unanimous 
good wishes of librarians of the state, wishes for full enjoyment 
through many years to come of the leisure she has so abundantly 
earned through her work with us all. 
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LIBRARY WORKERS WITH CHILDREN 
A department for the exchange of views and experiences. 


Racine Meeting 


Library Workers with Children met in 
Racine for their annual meeting on 
Saturday, March 28th. The morning ses- 
sion, held in the new Annex of the Ra- 
cine Public Library, was made up of 
two talks, by Mr. Harris Russell, direc- 
tor of social studies, Racine elementary 
schools, on Library and school coopera- 
tion, and Mrs. Dilla MacBean, Board of 
Education Library, Chicago, on The moot 
problem of guiding children’s reading. 
Luncheon at the Racine hotel was fol- 
lowed by the annual business meeting, 
with an opportunity offered later to visit 
the Johnson Wax building, an outstand- 
ing example of Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
work in architecture. 


Minutes of Business Meeting 


The business meeting of the Library 
Workers with Children Section of the 
Wisconsin Library Association was held 
at the Racine Hotel in Racine, Wiscon- 
sin, March 28, 1942. 

The meeting was called to order by 
Miss Delourise Layman, chairman. A 
communication from Miss _ Batchelder 
was read, regretting that she could not 
attend the meeting. Miss Sharpe extend- 
ed an invitation for the Children’s Sec- 
tion to meet in Green Bay next spring. 

A motion was made and carried that 
the section have a registration fee of 
fifty cents for each spring meeting, to 
provide funds necessary to carry out the 
meetings. 

Mrs. Loos reported on the work of the 
hospitality committee for the A. L. A. 
convention in June. The committee is 
planning a Paul Bunyan dinner. Tenta- 
tive plans for a book auction were an- 
nounced, an auction that will provide a 
chance for echange autographed copies 
of children’s books, ete., proceeds of 
which will go to the Victory Book Cam- 
paign. 

A tea sponsored by the Children’s Sec- 
tion for children’s librarians of the coun- 
try is also part of the committee’s plans. 





It will be held in the Young People’s 
Room of the Milwaukee Public Library. 

A motion was made and carried that 
the section contact every children’s li- 
brarian in the state to contribute fifty 
cents to finance this tea, with the under- 
standing that the card will go to the li- 
brary, and either the library or chil- 
dren’s librarian may pay it. 

Election of officers for the Children’s 
Section for 1942-43 followed. Miss Dor- 
othy Hanson of Appleton was elected 
chairman, and Miss Harriet Proudfoot 
of Wausau, secretary. 

A motion was made, seconded and 
carried that the meeting be adjourned. 

JUNE HIcks, Secretary pro tem 


Notes on Mrs. MacBean’s Talk 


We must know children, be familiar 
with books, and know reading. 

There are several helps to further our 
knowledge of children. Books on child 
psychology will be of value, but perhaps 
such books as Martin’s Emmy Lou, Wal- 
pole’s Jeremy, O’Casey’s I knock at the 
door, Liddells’ Take this child, and 
Mencken’s Happy days, can do even more 
toward giving us an insight into chil- 
dren’s problems and an understanding of 
children’s minds. Research is another aid. 
Many studies have been made to chil- 
dren’s interests and we can follow the 
general pattern of a child’s interests 
through these. Then there is observation 
of children and their reading habits. If 
the child is puzzling over a book and ob- 
viously having difficulty, the librarian 
can sit down beside him and subtly intro- 
duce an easier book. Personal time and 
attention are worth a great deal if the 
child finds just the right book, one in 
which he can lose himself. Although we 
have talked so much about the right book 
for the right child that it sounds a little 
trite, the personal touch is one of the 
most important factors in our work. Be- 
fore we can give the right book to a 
child, we must know that individual child, 
know why he wants a book—because he 
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wants to build a model airplane, because 
he must have a book report, or, perhaps, 
and this is often important to children, 
because he wants escape literature. 

Besides knowing children, the librar- 
ian must know books. Lists will help her 
in this. The two indexes by Rue are es- 
pecially helpful—Subject index to read- 
ers and Subject index to books for inter- 
mediate grades. When you consider a 
book, the most important question to ask 
is, “Is it significant?” We want literary 
style, we want accuracy, but if the book 
is trivial and lacking in significance, 
they are not enough. Other questions to 
ask regarding a book are: 

Does it present content that children 
want to read? 

Does the story afford a means of es- 
cape from reality? 

Does the story promise help in facing 
or interpreting reality? 

Are ideas within range of the child’s 
experience? 

Are they presented with the right de- 
gree of difficulty? 

Be careful of too long books, especially 
for slower readers. One need not insist 
on a limited vocabulary that spoils the 
style: if the book is short and attractive, 
and the sentences are fairly simple, the 
children can skip the words they do not 
know, or guess at them. 


Does the child like the illustrations? 

And then we must know reading, not 
just as a mechanical process, but as a 
mode of experience, a way of pushing 
back horizons that keeps the child going 
ahead; as a means of personal adjust- 
ment, as the children find themselves in 
the adventures of others; as an escape. 
The child can develop character by feel- 
ing that he is the hero—brave, masterful, 
glamorous, etc. Escape provided by books 
should be colorful and innoxious. Do 
children lose themselves in the book, 
laugh and grow sad at the right places? 

The public librarian must know the 
school curriculum. Then she can go to 
the school and tell both children and 
teachers what the library has to offer 
them. Too often the librarian goes to a 
school, tells the children how they can 
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get cards and invites them to come to the 
library, and that is all. 


“Our Library” in Fort Atkinson 


The book “Our Library” by Phyllis 
Fenner has had immediate repercussions 
in “Our library.” She told about chil- 
dren working at the desk, and how much 
they enjoyed it. One of our little girls 
had been helping straighten up books af- 
ter story hour on Saturday morning for 
some weeks. One morning I asked her if 
she would like to work at the desk some 
time, and learn more about the work in 
the library? She was back on Monday to 
begin! 

Now we have more than thirty young- 
sters who are working two hours after 
school, and Mrs. Smith has had to make 
a three-week alternating schedule to let 
each one have a chance. The children 
(especially the boys—four of them) are 
enjoying it very much, and we are hav- 
ing much less throuble than we antici- 
pated. They make surprisingly few mis- 
takes, but of course take constant super- 
vision. Until we laid down the law that 
there could not be more than two behind 
the desk at one time, we had more “as- 
sistants” than customers. (I suppose I 
should say patrons). About the only 
catch in it is that the first little girl has 
been rather crowded out of the picture! 
She objects to that, and I can’t say that 
I blame her. 

We are told that Wisconsin Rapids 
has been doing something like this, but 
aside from that I haven’t heard of any 
other library in the state that has done 
such a thing. Are there others? 


—IRENE E. VARNEY, Librarian 


A Full Program in Appleton 


The Children’s Room of the Free Pub- 
lic Library, Appleton, cooperates with 
the schools in several activities. 

Classroom collections are available to 
all schools, provided the schools call for 
and return the collection and return a 
record of circulation. 

Open house in November and in May 
attracts whole classroom groups. The 
teachers schedule the visits. Younger 
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guests find out how to get library cards. 
After looking around the children’s 
room, they enjoy a story. Older boys and 
girls ask how to use the card catalog. 
They work out some actual card catalog 
problems. Usually they, too, enjoy some 
new title. Last fall it was Paddle-to-the- 
sea. Some of the groups sent the library 
thank you letters—related English work. 
One sixth grade had a whole issue of its 
magazine devoted to book reviews. 

The plays “Toby Tyler” and “Mrs. 
Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch” were ad- 
vertised by posters made by the third 
graders. Some of these were loaned to 
the children’s room. On display also were 
the commercial posters and pictures of 
the cast. The stories of the plays were 
included in the weekly radio broadcast. 

One of the first grades made a large 
mural of Little Black Sambo which was 
on exhibit for a month. The Appleton 
Post Crescent carried a picture of the 
mural and some of the artists. 

Other newspaper pictures at intervals 
of about a month included: a rural teach- 
er selecting books, boys and girls enjoy- 
ing the Christmas display, winners of 
the summer reading club, and the Girl 
Scouts learning how to use the card cata- 
log. 

There is usually on display some orig- 
inal art work inspired by the books the 
boys and girls are reading. Now we have 
the pictures of a kindergarten girl who 
enjoys the goops. 

Parents who are making book talks 
have used exhibit collections correlated 
with their book lists. The librarian is also 
available for talks to parents. 

One of the major current community 
correlations is with the Girl Scoufs and 
their interest in story telling. The li- 
brarian gives instruction in story telling. 
The library has a shelf of books to read 
aloud. 

—DorotHy HANSON, 
Children’s Librarian 


Contests and Other Activities in 
Manitowoc 
During the month of March, a very 


successful reading contest was sponsored 
by the Children’s Department of the 
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Manitowoc Public Library. All of the 
grade schools, public and parochial, par- 
ticipated in the contest, the children vot- 
ing for their respective schools each time 
they came to the library for books. At 
the end of the month 3,324 votes had 
been cast, with the Cleveland school and 
St. Andrew’s school receiving the most 
number of votes, in proportion to their 
enrollments. A new book was awarded to 
the library of each winning school by 
Miss Petty, children’s librarian, who pre- 
sented the prizes during assembly periods 
this past week. 


In sending us the newspaper clipping 
quoted above Miss Petty writes: 


I am enclosing an item from our week- 
ly book column which sums up the re- 
sults of an activity which the Children’s 
Department carried on last month. We 
were checking to see which schools were 
using the library and to which branch 
or building the children would go for 
their books. The little rivalry between 
schools increased the interest of the chil- 
dren and brought them in to the library 
more often. We did not emphasize the 
number of books borrowed, but we did 
have quite a gain in circulation for the 
month as the tickets or votes were hand- 
ed out to the children as they had their 
books checked. Many children who have 
borrowed most of their books from the 
school library collections during the win- 
ter months have again begun the habit 
of visiting the Public Library for books 
cutside of school hours. 


In a letter to you some time ago, I 
mentioned our assembly book talks, 
which have been well accepted by the 
teachers and children, and carry over to 
their selection of books when they visit 
the library. This coming week, I have 
been asked to talk to the Mothers’ Club 
of one of the kindergartens. We have a 
goodly number of young mothers and 
fathers who take a vital interest in books 
for their pre-school age children, so we 
have patrons ranging from two years to 
adults. I think this is a very promising 
outlook for our library. 


—MARTHA J. PETTY, 
Children’s Librarian 
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Recent Publications 


A BASIC BOOK COLLECTION 
scHoots. A. L. A. 


FOR HIGH 


See Selected List of Current Books in this 
issue, 


BOOKS WE LIKE, comp. by Anna Graham. 
Illinois assoc. of teachers of English, 
Urbana, 25c. 


A list based on selections and annotations 
contributed by Illinois high school pupils. 


They Know What They Want 


‘Please I want an airplane book 
with lots of smash-ups in it,’ said a small 
boy with big glasses. But he added quick- 
ly, ‘If you haven’t got that, I’ll take 
Winnie the Pooh,’ which he took with no 
protest.” 
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“The little girl looking at books on 
the book truck put down a book in dis- 
guest. ‘Science stories for youngest read- 
ers,’ she exclaimed. ‘That’s too young for 
me.” She was in the second grade.” 


“When the children of the different 
grades were asked to make comments on 
books for a book of annotations for the 
library one boy chose Harper’s Book of 
electricity, saying, ‘This is my favorite 
book because it tells me what I want to 
know.’ Certainly that is a good criterion 
for any book. Children do have a way of 
hitting the nail on the head.” 


—from “Our Library,” 
by Phyllis R. Fenner 


TECHNICAL BOOKS IN DEMAND IN OUR LIBRARY 
A List Selected By Dorothy Huth and Cora M. Frantz, Kenosha Public Library 


Aviation 


AIRPLANE AND ITS ENGINE, by C. H. 
Chatfield and others. 1940. McGraw, 
$3. 


For the reader who desires a sound 
knowledge of the basic principles and a 
broad view of the present development 
of the airplane and its power plant, with- 
out giving to the subject the intensive 
study which is essential for the design- 
ing engineer or the expert mechanic. It 
introduces nothing which would require 
more than an elementary knowledge of 
physics or mathematics for its under- 
standing. 


AVIATION From SHop To Sky, by J. J. 
Floherty. 1941. Lippincott, $2. 


This book tells how the skilled work- 
ers design, manufacture and fly the air- 
plane. Also relates the opportunities 
which are open in the field of aviation. 
It has excellent photographs and is use- 
ful vocational material. 


AIRPLANE DRAWING, by J. W. Giachino 
and H. A. Sonsmith. 1941. Goodheart- 





Wilcox, $1.50. 


An elementary study of the structure 
of an airplane through the mechanical 
drawing courses. This book may be used 
either as supplementary to one or more 
courses in drafting or may be used as a 
course in itself. 


AIRPLANE LOFTING, by William Nelson. 
1941. McGraw, $1.80. 


The first text on the lay-off of air- 
planes in the mold loft. It is designed 
for students entering either loft or sheet 
metal working fields of airplane con- 
struction. Brief descriptions of the de- 
sign and construction of airplanes are 
given. 


GLOSSARY OF AERONAUTICAL TERMS, by 
D. H. Nelson. 1941. Chemical pub co., 
$1.50. 


Invaluable to aircraftsmen, ground en- 
gineers, pilots and all interested in the 
production, servicing and flying of air- 
craft. 


MACHINE TOOLS IN AIRCRAFT PropuUc- 
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TION, by R. R. Nolan. 1941. Pitman, 
$1.50. 


The purpose of this book is to acquaint 
the vocational student, the beginner or 
the young mechanic with the fundament- 
als of aircraft machine tools and the 
underlying theory of their application. 
Includes tables of machine-tools used in 
aircraft production. 


AIRCRAFT SPOTTER, by Lester Ott. 1941. 
Harcourt. paper, $1. 


A book of aircraft identification for 
army, navy, and civilians. Examples of 
aircraft from U. S., Great Britain, Ger- 
many, Italy, Russia, and Japan are 
shown in pictures. 


A. B. C. or AVIATION, by V. W. Page. 
1941. Henley, $2.50. 


New enlarged edition for students of 
aviation, including descriptions of the 
latest engine developments. 


Machine Shop—Lathe, Etc. 


MACHINE SHOP OPERATIONS, by J. W. 
Barritt. 1941. Amer. Tech. Soc., $4.50. 


A practical method for learning ma- 
chine shop work by a study of actual 
jobs. The book contains a list of jobs, 
which are typical of hundreds of major 
operations which a skilled mechanic is 
called upon to do. There are chapters on: 
Measuring tools; Bench work; Layout 
work; The drill press; The lathe; The 
shaper; The planer; Boring mills; The 
slotter; Milling machine; and Floor 
work. 


*MACHINE TOOL OPERATION, by H. D. 
Burghardt. 1937. McGraw, v.1-$2.25, 
v.2-$2.75. 


The lathe—bench work and work at 
the forge. The purpose of the book is to 
help the young man who hopes to be- 
come a first class machinist, foreman, or 
superintendent. There are chapters on 
Lathe construction and manipulation; 
cutting tools and’ cutting speeds; the 
micrometer; centering; facing; turning 
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and angles; thread cutting; faceplate 
work, etc. This book is used extensively. 


*RUNNING A MILLING MACHINE, by F. H. 
Colvin. 1941. McGraw, $1.50. 


Simple, well-illustrated, introductory 
book giving a working knowledge of mill- 
ing machines and how they are used. 
Covers the different kinds of machines, 
their parts, kind of work each does, how 
work is held, how to operate each type 
of machine, cutters to use, etc. Many 
tables, diagrams, and __ illustrations 
throughout the book together with a good 
index make the book very useful. 


RUNNING AN ENGINE LATHE, by F. H. 
Colvin. 1941. McGraw, $1.25. 


A book of practical suggestions for the 
young machinist or apprentice giving the 
foundation principles of engine lathe 
work. There are many diagrams and il- 
lustrations in the book. 


MILLING MACHINE INDEXING, by C. A. 
Felker. 1942. Bruce, $1.50. 


Five aecepted types of indexing are 
given here, direct, simple, differential, 
block, and compound with explanations 
and sample problems showing the best 
fields of application of each type of pro- 
cedure. 


MACHINE SHOP TRAINING COURSE, by 
F. D. Jones. 1940. Industrial Press, 
2 v., $6. 


A treatise on machine shop practice 
in two volumes, including fundamental 
principles, methods of adjusting and us- 
ing different types of machine tools, 
with typical examples of work, measur- 
ing instruments, and gauges, cutting 
screw threads by different processes, 
thread grinding, gear cutting, precision 
toolmaking methods, typical shop prob- 
lems with solutions, and miscellaneous 
facts relating to the art of machine 
construction. 


MACHINE SHOP Work, by F. W. Turner. 
1941 rev. ed. American Tech. Soc., 
$2.50. 
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Approved shop methods including con- 
struction and use of tools and machines, 
details of their efficient operation and a 
discussion of modern production methods. 
Some chapter headings: Hand-operated 
tools; Power-driven tools; Laying out 
work; Gear cutting; Automatic screw 
machines; Air tools; The slide rule; and 
Modern manufacturing. The book in- 
cludes diagrams, illustrations and an 
excellent index. 


MACHINE SHOP, THEORY AND PRACTICE, 
by A. M. Wagener and H. O. Arthur. 
1941. Van Nostrand, $2.68; paper, 
$1.60. 


Designed to meet the needs of begin- 
ners in the study of machine tools and 
their operation. The text is illustrated 
abundantly with photographs and sketch- 
es of important tools and methods of 
operation. 


Tool Making and Metals 


STRENGTH OF MATERIALS, by J. W. Brene- 
man. 1941. McGraw, $1.50. 


Written to meet the needs of the field 
of industrial training by providing a 
simplified discussion of the principles 
involved. Illustrated numerical examples 
greatly add to the value of the book. The 
subject includes the usual topics of ten- 
sion and compression; riveted joints are 
explained and welded connections are in- 
cluded. Beam design is thoroughly dis- 
cussed as well as beam deflections. The 
design of steel and timber columns are 
covered by the latest methods and equa- 
tions of design. 


Too. DESIGN, by C. B. Cole. 1941. Amer. 
Tech. Soc., $4.50. 


This book stresses design rather than 
the making of tools. It is a companion 
volume to the author’s Tool making. 


ELECTROPLATING AND ANODISING, by J. 
Rosslyn. 1941. Chemical pub. co., $2.50. 


A guide to modern plating practice. It 
covers gold, silver, nickel, copper, chro- 
mium, cadmium, and zinc plating, also 
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anodising and aluminum plating. 


MopERN METALLURGY FOR ENGINEERS, by 
F. T. Sisco. 1941. Pitman, $4.50. 


The purpose of this book is (1) to give 
to the undergraduate or graduate stu- 
dents in engineering a broad but concise 
outline of the art and science of metal- 
lurgy, (2) to summarize the present 
status of metallurgy for older engineers, 
who may have lost touch with advances 
in metallurgical thought, (3) to survey 
the whole field of ferrous and non-ferrous 
metallurgy, with especial attention to 
structure and properties, for the benefit 
of those in the metal industries. 


Welding 


OxYACETYLENE WELDING, for beginners, 
by J. W. Giachino. 1939. Manual Arts, 
$1.48. 


A series of lessons in welding that 
will be very useful to welding instructors 
of high school students, night-school 
men, or any other beginner’s group. 
There are many diagrams and illustra- 
tions. 


AIRPLANE WELDING AND MATERIALS, by 
J. B. Johnson, ed. 1941. Goodheart- 
Wilcox, lea’tte, $3.50. 


The equipment and various methods 
for welding such as oxy-acetylene arc 
and flash welding are described in de- 
tail. The metallurgical processes involved 
in making and testing a weld are given 
in non-technical language. The author 
calls attention to faulty methods and 
also illustrates the best methods of air- 
plane welding. 


WELDING AND ITs APPLICATION, by B. E. 
Rossi. 1941. MacGraw, $2.50. 


The object of this book is (1) to fam- 
iliarize the beginner with certain funda- 
mental facts concerning the welding pro- 
cess, (2) to give the experienced welding 
operator a wider understanding of the 
welding process (3) to provide a source 
of reference for the draftsman design- 
er, engineer, executive, and anyone else 
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interested in the application of welding. 
Emphasis has been placed on electric arc 
welding although it gives a good picture 
of the welding industry as a whole. Well 
illustrated. 


Plastics 


PLASTICS: PROBLEMS AND PROCESSES, by 
D. E. Mansperger and C. W. Pepper. 
1938. Int. Textbook, $2.50. 


Written for the reader who possesses 
an elementary knowledge of woodwork- 
ing and metalworking operations, there- 
fore only those tool manipulations which 
are peculiar to cast resinoids are de- 
scribed in detail. 


INDUSTRIAL PLASTICS, by H. R. Simonds. 
1941. Pitman, $4.50. 


This book is concerned with the use of 
plastics as engineering materials. It is 
an excellent text for technical schools 
and colleges. 


PLASTIC MOLD DESIGNING, by G. B. Thay- 
er. 1941. Amer. Indus. pub., $2.50. 


The author describes minutely the 
complicated mechanical procedure of 
mold design and construction and keeps 
his description both understandable and 
easy to read, which is a very difficult 
task. Several pages are devoted to 
shrinkage charts with the explanation. 
The last section before the index has sev- 
eral pages of nomenclature of plastics 
molding. 
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AIRCRAFT BLUE PRINT READING, by H. V. 
Almen and R. K. Mead. 1940. Pitman, 
$1. 


Intended primarily as a textbook on 
the reading of aircraft blueprints by 
students of the mechanical crafts in- 
volved in the aircraft industry. The 
many diagrams make the book especially 
valuable. 


*SIMPLE BLUEPRINT READING WITH RE- 
FERENCE TO WELDING, by Lincoln elec- 
tric co. 1940. Amer. Welding Society, 
50c. 


Recommended to welders who wish to 
learn and understand welding symbols. 


*BLUEPRINT READING FOR MACHINE 
TRADES, by J. J. Weir. 1941. McGraw, 
spiral bound, $1.00. 


This book includes the basic material 
needed in order to provide a short course 
in blueprint reading for the machine 
trades. The material is arranged in 15 
logical units, each of a length suitable 
for presentation during a class period. 
Drafting standards are followed as close- 
ly as possible, but where common prac- 
tice does not follow standards both prac- 
tices are given. 


*Note. The four titles starred appeared 
also on the Superior list. 


ADD THESE TO YOUR PAMPHLET FILE 
Compiled by Katharine J. Middleton, Traveling Library Department 


How To DisPLAY AND RESPECT OUR FLAG 
is an excellent folder on flag etiquette. 
Issued by U. S. Flag association, 
Washington, D. C. 


REPORT TO THE NATION tells the story 

of the American preparation for war 
from the fall of France to the attack 
on the U. S. Limited to the record of 
what was actually done. U. S. Office 
of facts and figures. 





Russia AT War: 20 key questions and 
answers by V. M. Dean, is valuable 
material in brief on Russia today. For- 
eign policy ass’n, 22 E. 38 St., New 
York City. (Headline books no. 34), 
25c. 


SovieT Russia vs. NAziI GERMANY: a 
study in contrasts, by Corliss Lamont, 
summarizes the ten chief differences 
between the two governments. Amer- 
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ican council on Soviet relations, 112 
E. 19th St., New York City, 10c. 


THE SOLDIER AND His Foon, The soldier 
and his religion, The soldier and his 
uniform, are some of the titles in a 
series on the American army prepared 
by the Women’s interests section, War 
Dept., Bureau of public relations. 


CHILDREN IN WAR TIME is a series issued 
by U. S. Children’s bureau. No. 1, To 
parents in wartime, deals particularly 
with specific suggestions as to how 
parents can help children by being 
prepared themselves. 5c. U. S. Supt. 
of Documents. 


CHILDREN BEAR THE PROMISE OF A BET- 
TER WORLD is the general title of the 
Defense of children series issued by 
U. S. Children’s bureau. Titles include: 
Have they the protection of proper 
food; Our nation does not need their 
toil; Are we helping those with special 
needs. 


EMPLOYMENT OF WOMEN IN THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT, 1923 to 1939 answers 
numerous questions as to what sort of 
positions are open to women, qualifica- 
tions for a government job, range of 
salaries, etc. (Women’s bureau bulletin 
182) 10c from U. S. Supt. of Docu- 
ments. 


CANCER AND ITS CARE is a handbook for 
nurses. Takes up important facts as 
prevalence, public health aspects; spe- 
cial questions, as contagiousness, 
cures; special procedures. American 
society for the control of cancer, 350 
Madison Avenue, New York City. 


THE WRECKORD is the Travelers Insur- 
ance Company’s 1942 book of street 
and highway accident data. Good ma- 
terial for your safety education file. 
Free from the Company, Hartford, 
Conn. 


Rope Work, POWER TRANSMISSION, SOL- 
DERING: agricultural engineering—for 
4-H club members, is worth adding to 
your 4-H material. Bulletin 60, Cornell 
junior extension bulletin, New York 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 81 


State College of Agriculture, Ithaca, 
New York. 


DIESEL, THE MODERN Power, is a brief 
history and explanation of the Diesel 
engine, how it works and its uses. Well 
illustrated to bring out the various 
points covered. This is one of a series 
of booklets relating to the automobile 
industry. Other titles include: Optics 
and wheels, Chemistry and wheels, 
Metallurgy and wheels, Research looks 
to new horizons. Free from Dept. of 
public relations, General Motors Corp., 
Detroit. 


GUIDES FOR Horse Buyers, Extension 
bulletin 197, of Michigan state college, 
E. Lansing, is a practical, illustrated 
guide written especially for farmers 
and inexperienced men who wish to 
buy horses. 10c. 


Loc CABIN CONSTRUCTION is Extension 
bulletin 222 of Michigan state college, 
E. Lansing. Includes many types of 
cabins, with lists of materials, plans, 
construction practices. Illustrations of 
various operations are excellent. 15c. 


CoLor IN HOME DECORATION will supple- 
ment your interior decoration collec- 
tion. Includes several color charts. Ex- 
tension bulletin 169, Michigan state 
college, E. Lansing. 10c. 


FREEZING FRESH VEGETABLES AND FRUITS 
explains how fast freezing can be done 
at home. Circular 324, Extension serv- 
ice, College of Agriculture, Madison. 


MEAT: reference book of the industry, 
presents facts and figures about the 
meat packing industry and its pro- 
ducts. American meat institute, Dept. 
of public relations, 59 E. Van Buren 
St., Chicago. 


HELEN C. WHITE, Wisconsin author and 
teacher, is the subject of the leading 
article in Demcourier, March, 1942. 


WISCONSIN BIRDS; a preliminary check 
list with migration charts, is issued by 
the Wis. Society of Ornithology. Fea- 
ture of most interest to libraries will 
be the migratory charts which show 
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at what seasons of year bird is to be 
seen in Wis. Bibliography; map. Order 
from E. L. Loyster, c/o Wis. Conserva- 
tion Department, Madison, 25c. 


MICHIGAN LoG MARKS, a Federal writers 
project compilation, is rich in the lore 
of Michigan lumbering. Three sections 
are of general interest and even the 
sections devoted to specific Michigan 
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regions have information applicable to 
logging anywhere. Thousands of log 
marks are pictured; comparable in 
purpose to cattle brands, they facili- 
tated the running of logs to be sorted 
at the mills, and made it unnecessary 
to keep each owner’s lot by itself en- 
route. Available from the Agricultural 
experiment station, East Lansing, 
Michigan, 25c. 





A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


General Works 


Basic book collection for high schools. 
1942. 1938p. A. L. A. pa., $2. 016 


A selection of 1500 titles prepared by a 
joint committee of the A. L. A., N. E. A., and 
the National Council of Teachers of English, 
with Jessie Boyd, librarian, University High 
School, Oakland, Calif., as chairman. Takes the 
place of 1000 books for the senior high school 
library. 


See Booklist 38:301 Ap. 15 °42. 


Fenner, Phyllis. “Our library.” 1942. 
173p. John Day, $1.75. 027.8 


The author, who is an elementary school li- 
brarian in the neighborhood of New York City, 
gives here an informal account of her relations 
with the children, some of the “tricks” she 
employs in encouraging them to read, the clubs 
and story hours and other activities that de- 
velop in relation to the library, tells some of 
the amusing things that happen and repeats 
many of the illuminating comments of the chil- 
dren themselves. An entertaining and very hu- 
man book about a library. 


Salamanca, Lucy. Fortress of freedom. 
1942. 445p. illus. Lippincott, $4. 027.5 


The story of the Library of Congress, told 
completely within the covers of one volume, is 
a welcome addition to library literature. It is 
also a contribution to the citizen’s knowledge 
of the functions of his government. It covers 
the origin of the library, the disasters, of war 
and fire, which it has survived, its growth and 
development under the various librarians, its 
broadening scope in the present day. Author is 
head of the General research section of the 
Legislative reference service. 





Philosophy and Religion 


Carver, W. O. Christian missions in to- 
day’s world. 1942. 148p. Harper, 
$1.50. 266 


The title may suggest a discussion of mis- 
sionary organizations and their chance of sur- 
vival. Rather, the book is a consideration of 
what the author calls “the universal meaning 
and mission of Christianity.” Contents: Chris- 
tianity among the forces making history ; Chris- 
tian missions facing today’s world; Christianity 
defining its function; Problems of relation; Can 
Christianity accept its call for today’s world. 


Cournos, John. A book of prophecy. 
1942. 274p. Scribner, $2.50. 133 


Brings together a collection of prophetic 
writings from the Hebrew prophets down to 
the present day. Offers no editorial interpreta- 
tion, although there are footnotes and a gen- 
eral discussion of the subject in an introduc- 
tion. 


Groves, Ernest R. Christianity and the 
family. 1942. 229p. Macmillan, $2. 
261 


This book “is a plea to the Protestant min- 
istry for a more practical understanding inter- 
est in the family and a greater appreciation of 
its relation to Christianity.” (Preface) Part 1 
is devoted to The family as an ally of Christ- 
jlanity; part 2, which takes up the question 
from the point of view of the church, is largely 
concerned with the position of the minister as 
domestic counselor. 


Zoff, Otto. The Huguenots. 1942. 340p. 
illus. L. B. Fischer, $3.50. 284.5 


For the many Americans who boast Huguenot 
ancestry this book will have a special interest. 
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It will supply the background for understand- 
ing why the members of this religious group 
came to America in such numbers in the seven- 
teenth century. Points out that while other 
nationalities tended to settle in one locality 
with their kind, these French Huguenots were 
scattered generally throughout the colonies, 
exerting an influence on all. No Huguenot 
names are found among the Loyalists, says the 
author, 


Sociology 


Dabney, Virginius. Below the Potomac; 
a book about the new South. 1942. 
332p. Appleton, $3. 330.975 or 917.5 


A southern newspaper editor discusses the 
south of today, starting with a chapter on The 
South that never was, in which he attempts to 
wipe out some of the popular misconceptions. 
Other chapters discuss such topics as: Politics 
and purgation; Dixie and the New Deal; Bar- 
riers to the ballot; Along the southern color 
line; The South and tolerance; and The South 
and the future. 


Paulmier, Hilah and Schauffler, R. H., 
comps. Democracy days. 1942. 375p. 
Dodd, $2.50. 394 


Selections suitable for use in the celebration 
of such special occasions as I’m an American 
day, Good will day, Brotherhood week and Bill 
of Rights week. Made up of prose and verse, 
with a play in several episodes and a pageant, 


See Booklist 38:306 Ap. 15 °42. 


Peffer, Helen Hayes. Madam chairman, 
members and guests. 1942. 121p. il- 
lus. Macmillan, $1.75. 367 


A selection of Helen Hokinson’s drawings il- 
lustrate this book and the whole tone is very 
suggestive of the New Yorker the periodical in 
which those pictures have appeared. Author 
writes of club women out of her own experience 
as president of the Advertising Women of New 
York, Inc., an organization not quite typical of 
women’s clubs generally. But with a few reser- 
vations on this ground, the book is one which 
club women everywhere, especially those who 
have served as presidents or chairmen of im- 
portant committees, will enjoy. 


Sawyer, Ruth. The way of a story teller. 
1942, 318p. Viking, $2.50. 372.2 


A book on the art of oral story telling. In a 
way, it is the author’s story-telling autobiog- 
raphy, for there is much in it of her personal 
development. Emphasis is on story telling as a 
folk art, but there are practical chapters also 
on technique and on selection. A collection of 
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stories completes the volume and there are 
helpful bibliographies. 


See Booklist 38 :268 Ap. 1 ’42, 


Watson, Katherine Williams. Once upon 
a time; children’s stories retold for 


broadcasting. 1942. 2638p. Wilson, 
$2.25. 372.2 or 792 
A book presenting twenty-eight children’s 


stories as they were prepared for broadcasting 
by the children’s department of the Denver pub- 
lic library, of which the author is head. May 
be useful for the library story hour as well as 
fer radio production. 


See Booklist 38:270 Ap. 1 ’42. 
Science and Useful Arts 


Blair, Laurence and Edna. The food gar- 
den. 1941. 147p. illus. Macmillan, $2. 
635 


Even the experienced gardener will find help- 
ful tips in this comprehensive volume. The 
story is told partly in pictures, a feature which 
will be appreciated by the beginner, Covers herb 
gardening, small fruits and berries as well as 
vegetables. 


Case, Frank. Feeding the lions; an Al- 
gonquin cook book. 1942. 255p. illus. 
Greystone, $3. 641 


One of those cook books that are entertaining 
to read as well as tempting to the appetite. 
Famous patrons of the Algonquin have added 
to the entertainment value by contributing 
something about their likes and dislikes in food. 
As in Shay’s The best men are cooks, the direc- 
tions are inclined to be large and generous 
rather than meticulous and exact. 


See Booklist 38 :303 Ap. 15 °42. 


McCarthy, James Remington. Fire in the 
earth; the story of the diamond. 1942. 
2638p. illus. Harper, $2.50. 549 


A book packed with information about dia- 
monds, scientific, commercial, historical and 
legendary. Perhaps the two most interesting 
chapters will be Diamonds come to America, 
showing the present ascendancy of this coun- 
try in the diamond trade, and Industrial dia- 
monds: in war and peace. 


McWilliams, Carey. II] fares the land; 
migrants and migratory labor in the 
United States. 1942. 419p. Little, $3. 

631.763 
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This story of migratory labor begins in Cal- 
ifornia, drawing largely on the investigations 
of the LaFollette civil liberties committee, cov- 
ers the other western states in which similar 
conditions prevail, then goes further afield to 
show that the same trend is in operation in 
other parts of the country. Yes, in Wisconsin 
also; although one of the few bright spots on 

. the whole map is the Door county peninsula 
where “a sensible approach” to the problem has 
been worked out. A book that should not be 
overlooked in the press of matters which may 
seem more important. 


Robbins, Ann Roe. 25 vegetables anyone 
can grow. 1942. 219p. Crowell, $2.25. 
635.9 


An excellent book for the beginner in veg- 
etable gardening. Limits itself to the number 
of crops indicated in the title, gives explicit 
directions, covers food values, uses, storing and 
canning as well as cultivation and care. 


Wakefield, Lucina. 101 home furnishings 
and how to make them. 1942. 99p. il- 
lus. Harper, $2.50. ' 680 


“Gay and amusing,” adjectives used by the 
author, may be applied to most of the projects 
here suggested for the home craftsman, The 
materials called for are easily available—spools, 
tin cans, orange crates— but it must be ad- 
mitted that the proposal to make a cigarette 
box out of a book comes as something of a 
shock. “A leather book will make a really 
handsome box.” 


Fine Arts 


Lent, D. Geneva. Needle point as a hob- 
by. 1942. 180p. illus. Harper, $3. 746 


Much of the history of needle point is worked 
in with a series of practical lessons. On this 
practical side the book is for the woman who 
intends to take up the art seriously, mastering 
all of its processes and creating original de- 
signs. Emphasis is on needle work as one of 
the fine arts. 


Sheridan, Martin. Comics and their crea- 
tors. 1942. 304p. illus. Hale, $2.75. 
741 


Information of a popular nature about the 
creators of comic strips, something of the his- 
tory of comics and the techniques by which 
they are turned out. Not well organized and 
made up in rather cheap form, but contains 
material which will be useful. 
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Coffin, Robert P. T. There will be bread 
and love. 1942. 94p. Macmillan, $2. 
811 or 821 


The title poem is timely, in the vein of 
Thomas Hardy's “This will go onward the same 
though dynasties pass.” Those which follow 
are of New England scenes, of people, of sun- 
sets, wind and weather, and, more often than 
not, of little boys. A fine and vigorous addition 
to the poetry collection. 


Daniels, Earl. The art of reading poetry. 
1942, 519p. Farrar, $2.50. 808.1 


An admirable approach to the subject of 
poetry. The student, or teacher looking for aids 
to class instruction, will find it an intelligent 
guide, while the confirmed poetry lover, caught 
first by the charm of the selections, will find 
that his pleasure is in no way lessened as he 
goes on with the author’s interpretations, 


See Booklist 38:230 Mr. 1 ’42. 


Franklin, Benjamin. Poor Richard comes 
to life; sel. by Bessie W. Johns. 1942. 
94p. illus. John Day, $1.50. 814 or 824 


A charming little book in which the editor 
has selected several hundred of Franklin’s 
maxims and sayings, as originally published in 
Poor Richard’s almanac, and arranged them 
under appropriate subject headings. Her pur- 
pose has been, she says, “to select those say- 
ings and poems most pertinent to modern liv- 
ing.” Illustrated with amusing sketch draw- 
ings. 


Lee, Harry. More day to dawn. 1941. 
167p. Duell, $2.50. 811 or 821 


The story of Henry Thoreau of Concord, told 
in verse, with prose interludes. Monotony is 
avoided by variation of metre; many of the 
lyrics are charming; the interpretation of Thor- 
eau is authentic and appealing. An excellent 
book to place in school collections as a supple- 
ment to American literature, 


Biography 


Anderson, Sherwood. Sherwood Ander- 
son’s memoirs. 1942. 507p. Harcourt, 
$3.75. 921 


Much of the material in this book will be 
familiar. It has been used in the author's ear- 
lier novels and stories. The style is also that 
of his fiction and the book is written with the 
same frankness. The lack of reserve in writing 
of his personal affairs will be offensive to some 
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readers. Small libraries will not need the book. 
In others it will be of most interest to those 
who have followed the literary trends of the 
past two or more decades. 


Graham, Frank. Lou Gehrig, a quiet 
hero. 1942. 250p. illus. Putnam, $2. 
921 


Similar in general outline to the biography 
by Hubler (BuLLETIN F, °42) and of interest 
to the same groups, high school boys and 
older men. Goes into greater detail in some 
respects and has additional anecdotes. 


See Booklist 38:308 Ap. 15 °42. 


Kuo, Helena. I’ve come a long way. 
1942. 369p. Appleton, $3. 921 


Autobiography of a Chinese girl who arrived 
in America by way of Europe. There are inter- 
esting glimpses of the Old China, particularly 
in the account of childhood days in Canton, In 
her career as a newspaper woman, which began 
just as the war clouds were gathering, she her- 
self serves as a representative of the New 
China, A book which should meet a wide public 
response at the present time. 


McDonald, Angus. Old McDonald had a 
farm. 1942. 278p. Houghton, $2.75. 
921 


A combined character study of the author’s 
father and a book on soil conservation. Old 
“McDonald was a country preacher who not only 
looked after the souls of his flock, but told them 
how to run their farms as well. Perhaps it was 
partly because his advice wasn’t followed that 
he bought a farm of his own, the most run 
down gully-washed farm in the state of Okla- 
homa, and by putting his theories into practice 
demonstrated their worth. A book to push in 
rural areas and to be read by all concerned 
with this vital problem. 


See Booklist 38:308 Ap, 15 °42. 


Padover, Saul K. Jefferson. 1942. 459p. 
illus. Harcourt, $4. 921 


This book fills a need. There has been no 
single outstanding biography of Thomas Jeffer- 
son; now here we have a book doing full jus- 
tice to his character and personality, his mind 
and intellectual interests, as well as to his 
public life and far reaching influence. An ar- 
rangement of Jefferson’s Declaration of Inde- 
pendence as a prose poem, with a section that 
was cut out before adoption included, is a 
striking feature. 


Putnam, George Palmer. Wide margins. 
1942, 351p. Harcourt, $3. 921 
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An autobiography, partly personal, partly 
professional, dealing with the author’s life as 
a publisher. There are many anecdotes, some 
witty and amusing, some trivial, some interest- 
ing for the light they throw on the way books 
are made, 


History and Travel 


Bickel, Karl A. The mangrove coast. 
1942, 311p. illus. Coward, $3.50. 
917.59 


A book about the west coast of Florida. 
Chiefly of the past, which is picturesque and 
little known. The present is more sketchily 
treated, although ample justice is done to the 
tourist era in the series of photographic illus- 
trations which follows after the text. A map 
would have added to the reader’s convenience. 


Brooks, Howard L. Prisoners of hope. 
1942. 319p. L. B. Fischer, $2.75. 
940.53 


The author, representing the Unitarian Serv- 
ice Committee, went to France in the spring of 
1941 to report on conditions in the unoccupied 
area. The book, simply written, gives a good 
idea of the problems which relief workers are 
facing, with many unforgettable little charac- 
ter sketches that reveal the attitudes of the 
people. 


Childs, Marquis W. This is your war. 
1942, 200p. Little, $1.50. 940.53 


Statement of what war regimentation will 
mean to the average American, “Nothing new 
but an excellent summing up of information 
heard on the radio and read in newspaper and 
magazine articles . . . England’s mistakes in 
curtailing social agencies are cited as warning.” 
(Booklist) By the author of Sweden the mid- 
dle way. 


See Booklist 38:249 Mr. 15 °42, 


Diamant, Gertrude. The days of Ofelia. 
1942, 226p. illus. Houghton, $2.75. 
917.2 


Ofelia Escoto, ber 10-year-old maid, was the 
opening wedge of the author's interest in the 
lives of the ordinary people of Mexico, where 
she had come to make intelligence tests of the 
Otomi Indians. Gives an excellent and read- 
able interpretation of Mexican life and the 
problem of the leaders who say ‘from this we 
must forge a nation.” 


See Booklist 38:273 Ap. 1 ’42. 
Finnie, Richard. Canada moves north. 


1942. 227p. illus. Macmillan, $3.50. 
917.1 
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A good general book on Canada’s northwest 
territories, a region which is becoming increas- 
ingly important because of its natural resources, 
gold, oil and radium. Covers geography, ex- 
ploration, missions, administration, and native 
life, but is chiefly concerned with the economic 
future, Rather expensive. 


Huxley, Elspeth. Atlantic ordeal. 1942. 
102p. Harper, $1. 940.53 


Brief account of the torpedoing of a ship 
carrying English children to Canada in the 
summer of 1940. More particularly it is the 
story of Mary Cornish, who with a group of 
her charges was afloat for eight days in an 
open boat, 


See Booklist 38 :306 Ap. 15 '42. 


Ingersoll, Ralph McAllister. Action on 
all fronts. 1942. 330p. illus. Harper, 
$3.50. 940.53 


“This graphic eye witness account of people 
and war is made up of diary notes and the 
reports to his paper which the editor of PM 
wrote during a two months trip around the 
world.” Booklist. 


See Booklist 38 :307 Ap. 15 °42. 


Johnston, George H. Action at sea. 1942. 
185p. illus. Houghton, $2.75. 940.53 


Story of the Australian cruiser Sydney during 
seven months of war operations with the Brit- 
ish Mediterranean fleet. “Dramatically told from 
stories of officers and men, this is one of the 
most thrilling accounts of naval battles of the 
present war.” (Booklist) 


See Booklist 38:272 Ap. 1 '42. 


Jones, Lealon N. Eve’s_ stepchildren. 
1942, 310p. illus. Caxton, $3.50. 917.3 


A collection of papers, most of them appear- 
ing here for the first time, which picture the 
life of some of the distinctive folk groups of 
our country. The South, both colored and white, 
gets most attention, although lumber jacks, oil 
drillers and other occupational groups enter in 
also. Of appeal to the student of folk ways or 
to any reader interested in the American way 
of life. 


Myers, Bessy. Captured. 1942. 312p. 
Appleton, $2.50. 940.53 
In June, 1940, the author, with another 


young Englishwoman, was driving an ambulance 
in Trance. On the 13th of that month they 


were captured by the Nazis, Then began what 
the author calls “the incredible hundred days 
in which I was by turn prisoner of war in a 
French military hospital, working under Ger- 
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man orders, imprisoned in the Cherche-Midi, 
the notorious military prison in Paris, and re- 
fugee in German-occupied France.’ Her story 
is told objectively but with spirit, even humor. 


See Booklist 38:272 Ap. 1 °42. 


Radin, Paul. Indians of South America. 
1942. 324p. Doubleday, $4. 970.1 


Important book as the first authentic study 
of the South American Indian made available 
for popular reading. As the author points out, 
the subject is of more than of anthropological 
interest. If we are to understand the South 
Americans we must know something of the 
Indians, who form so large a percentage of the 
population. Traces relationships between North 
and South American cultures, showing striking 
similarities. For purchase by larger libraries. 


Rawlings, Marjorie Kinnan. Cross Creek. 
1942. 368p. Scribner, $2.50. 917.59 


This is more than just the autobiography of 
that portion of the author’s life spent at Cross 
Creek in Florida. In reality, it is a cross-section 
of the daily lives of these folk who are con- 
sidered “just a little biggety and more than a 
little queer” by those living outside the Creck. 
The word pictures of the scenery and the wild- 
life are beautiful, and the character sketches, 
with all their humor and pathos, are delightful. 
It is no wonder that Mrs. Rawlings wanted to 
share her Cross Creek life with her Yearling 
readers, 


Taylor, George E. America in the new 
Pacific. 1942. 160p. Macmillan, $1.75. 
940.53 


The importance of this book lies in the fact 
that the author is a professor in the University 
of Washington, now on leave with the Institute 
of Pacific Relations. His point of view on what 
this war is about is that-of the Pacific coast. 
Contents: Our struggle with Japan; America 
in Asia; The United States—a Pacific power; 
Japan—a planned empire; Western empires and 
Subject peoples; China as an ally; Asia for 
whom? 


See Booklist 38 :307 Ap. 15 42. 


Thomas, Jean. Blue Ridge country. 1942. 
338p. Duell, $3. 917.5 


This new volume in the American folkways 
series is an excellent addition to the material 
on mountain whites—the history of the region, 
customs, legends, ballads, industries, crafts and 
present day conditions. To some extent repeats 
material in her other books, but is a convenient 
summing up, 
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Twomey, Arthur C. Needle to the north. 
1942. 360p. illus. Houghton, $3.50. 
917.1 


Interesting account of an expedition into 
Ungava and the Belcher Islands, a section of 
the far north which is seldom frequented by 
the white man. There is much information 
about this unexplored country and its people 
besides the experiences of the men on the ex- 
pedition. Is well illustrated with actual photo- 
graphs and should appeal to those readers who 
like stories of adventure. Good end-paper map. 


Fiction 


Alexander, Holmes. Selina. 1942. 339p. 
Harper, $2.50. 


Entertainingly written story of an exclusive 
fox-hunting, steeple-chasing Maryland commu- 
nity. Old Harry Sutler had risen from the Bal- 
timore waterfront. His attempt to buy his way 
into Mulberry Valley society was less for him- 
self than for his daughter Martha. The valley 
will have none of him or of his daughter, who 
elopes with her tutor and lives out her life in 
Texas. Now the question is what is to be done 
with the two children, who have returned to 
make their home with their grandfather. When 
Selina Bushrod, of the reigning valley family, 
falls in love with Gerald Lassiter, the Sutler 
grandson, the plot of a good story get well 
under way. 


Beverley-Giddings, A. R. Larrish hun- 
dred. 1942. 282p. Morrow, $2.50. 


A large plantation in tidewater Virginia, 
near Williamsburg, is the scene of this novel. 
The time is the present day, but the atmos- 
phere of the past, lovingly cherished by Ben 
Larrish, the present owner, pervades the story. 
Much of the plantation consists of marsh land, 
maintained as wild life sanctuary and hunting 
preserve, and the main theme is the feud be- 
tween Ben and a handsome, unprincipled young 
poacher with whom Ben’s sister is in love, The 
climax to which this situation seems tending 
never arrives and the story rather flattens out 
at the end, But it has enough of interest to 
hold the reader, especially men, who will like 
the hunting scenes, 


Bloch, Blanche. The Bach festival mur- 
ders. 1942. 289p. Harper, $2. 


The musical background sounds a new note in 
murder mysteries. 


Davis, Julia. The sun climbs slow. 1942. 
254p. Dutton, $2.50. 


Two Spanish children brought to America by 
their father after the collapse of the Civil war 
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are given a home by a generous American wo- 
man, whose husband is still thought to be alive 
somewhere in Spain. There is a slight love in- 
terest, but the story is chiefly of the adjust- 
ment of the children, and the gradual allaying 
of their fears—for even a piece of farm machin- 
ery suggests cannon to them and an airplane 
is a thing of terror. 


Haig-Brown, R. L. Timber. 1942. 410p. 
Morrow, $2.75. 


Novel of present day logging in the Pacific 
northwest. Gives an excellent picture of the 
everyday life and work in a modern camp, but 
is slow moving as a story, and written with a 
frankness of language which may be offensive 
in some libraries, Has an interesting glossary 
of logging terms, 


James, Will. The American cowboy. 
1942. 2738p. illus. Scribner, $2.50. 


Ising the form of fiction Will James here 
tells the story of the American cowboy from 
about 1830 on. In the person of the three Bill’s, 
father son and grandson, he describes conditions 
on the western range as each met them, the 
work and rsponsibilities and the persisting char- 
acteristics of the cowboy. Illustrated with some 
of his excellent pictures of horses in action 
but, as a whole, is less fresh and spontaneous 
than his earlier books. 


Knight, Brigid. Westward the sun. 1942, 
3864p. Crowell, $2.50. 


A story of South Africa at the time of the 
first Boer war. Following the reported death of 
Jan Meyer, her first husband, Charlotte Durant 
has married Roderick Mason, the dynamic Eng- 
lishman with whom she had fallen in love at 
first sight before she met Jan. When Roderick 
asks her to marry him at second meeting, she 
holds back for she has reason to think that the 
report of Jan’s death may be false. This fear 
mars the deep happiness of her married life 
and mingles with the dread of a second war, 
which may take Roderick as well as her loved 
brother Adrian, A readable novel. Less power- 
ful than the Cloete books on the same theme, 
but of more probable interest to women readers. 


MacLean, Catherine Macdonald. Seven 
for Cordelia. 1942. 270p. Macmillan, 
$2.50. 


Story, possibly based on fact, of seven chil- 
dren evacuated from the slums of Glasgow and 
Edinburg into a sympathetic cultured Highland 
home. The approach is non-sentimental, al- 
though Rab, the sensitive seven year old boy 
is made an utterly appealing character. The 
problems of adjustment are those of manners 
and personal habits rather than of shattered 
nerves as in such books at Journey for Mar- 
yaret and The sun climbs slow, and the indict- 
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ment, if it is to be called that, is of slum con- 
ditions as brought to light by the war situation. 


See Booklist 38:190 F, 1 °42. 


McMeekin, Clark. Welcome 
1942. 335p. Appleton, $2.50. 


Entertaining story in the light novel class, 
Ever since 1918 Lou Nelson (Good old Lou) has 
kept up the polite fiction of a fiance killed in 
the war. What happens when, in the midst of 
the new war of 1941, the supposed lover re- 
turns very much alive is the story. Told with 
light frony but not without sympathy. 


soldier. 


Pilgrim, David. No common glory. 1942. 
442p. Harper, $2.50. 


Historical novel with scenes on the island of 
Jersey, at the French court of Louis XIV and 
the English court of Charles II. Young James 
de la Cloche, who becomes Charles’ secret mes- 
senger, is in reality the King’s natural son, 
although he doesn’t suspect this for a long 
time. As an exiled prince Charles had visited 
Jersey, and James Is the child of a brief amour 
on that occasion. Ending where it does the book 
calls for a sequel, to which readers with a lik- 
ing for the Stuart period of English history 
will look forward ; so will any other reader who 
has been captivated by the girl called “Stubs,” 
James’ stepsister on the island of Jersey. 


White, Nelia Gardner. Daughter of time. 
1942. 272p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


Mrs. White has built a novel around the life 
of Katherine Mansfield. The lines of the action 
follow those of the life: New Zealand child- 
hood, early struggles in London, slowly-won 
success as a writer, death in her early 30's. 
The main characters are real persons, J. Mid- 
dieton Murry, D. H. Lawrence, and others, But 
by the device of using other names, the author 
has left herself free to develop the theme as 
fiction. The book could be enjoyed as a novel 
by one who knew nothing of the real persons. 


Wilkins, Vaughan. Seven Tempest. 1942. 
458p. Macmillan, $2.75. 


Not a sequel to the author’s And so Victoria, 
but follows it in point of time, since it is a 
story of the early years of Victoria’s reign. 
Fantastic plot, improbable incidents and un- 
sparing revelations of social and moral condi- 
tions, in high as well as low places, give it an 
undeniable fascination. Author comes as near 
to inheriting the Dickens mantle as anyone 
writing today. 


See Booklist 38:276 Ap. 1 ’42. 


May, 1942 
Young People’s Shelf 


Baity, Elizabeth C. Man is a weaver. 
1942. illus. 8334p. Viking, $2.50. 677 


This book gives not only an account of weav- 
ing, but the full historical background, back 
to “prehistoric days long before people learned 
to write, to an unknown time when someone 
first rolled fibers together to make a thread, 
perhaps for a fishing line to help him catch his 
dinner.” It is readable, and also with its good 
index and bibliography has reference value. 
Junior and senior high school. 


See Booklist 38 :253 Mr. 15 '42, 


Baker, Nina B. The boy who wouldn’t 
be king; the story of Simon Bolivar. 
1941. 3805p. illus. Vanguard, $2.50. 

921 


“Nina Brown Baker has done a highly com- 
mendable piece of work in her simple presenta- 
tion of the life of Bolivar, She gives us the 
background that enables us to understand not 
only Bolivar, but the Latin America of today.” 
—from Foreword, by Dr. Henry E. Hein. This 
is a timely work, as well as a vividly told story 
of a colorful personality. Junior and senior 
high. 


See Booklist 38:178 Ja, 15 °42. 


Benet, Laura. Young Edgar Allan Poe. 
1941. 350p. Dodd, $2.50. 921 


The writing in the earlier chapters suggests 
a book for younger children, but since Poe is 
not a subject for reading in the grades the 
book is better suited for senior high school. 
The reader feels throughout that Poe’s life has 
been somewhat prettified. Perhaps it would be 
as well to wait for an adult life. For larger 
school collections, 


See Booklist 38:161 Ja. 1 '42, 


Braddy, Nella. Rudyard Kipling: son of 
empire. 1941, 278p. illus. Messner, 
$2.50. 921 


Unhappy experiences in Kipling’s childhood, 
social conditions in India, and the intricacies 
of Empire politics make this a book for more 
mature-minded young people. The best part of 
it is the close relationship it brings out be- 
tween Kipling’s life and his books. In senior 
high school could be used to good effect in 
connection with his stories. 








